We Serve!
A sermon based on Revelation 7:9-17.

Grace and peace to you from God our Fatherand the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

What’s your perfectday? As kids, maybe it’s goingto an amusement park —or the Tanana Valley State
Fair, ridingsome rides, playing some games, winning some prizes, stuffing yourself with the yummy fair
food. Or, what about goingto the beach, getting to splash around in the water, build sand castles, enjoy
the sun all day?

For adults, that might sound fun, too...minus the sand castles and splashingaroundin the water. Maybe
justlyingaroundinthe warm sand, gettinga good tan, or taking the boat or jet-ski orcanoe out onthe
lake sounds pretty great right about now.

Thinkaboutit. What would be your perfectday?

Ok, be honest, how many of you thought about mowingthe lawn, pulling weeds, washing toilets, doing
the laundry? Or, whose perfectday includes getting up early, goingtowork, havingall of these
commitments zapping your time and energy afterwards, and then still gettinghome and having dinner
to cook or a house projecttowork on? Or, doesn’t spendingalmostyourentireday here, cleaningthe
cobwebs orworkingonthe ramp...doesn’tthat sound like perfection toyou?

| wouldn’tblame you if those thoughts didn’t even cross your mind when you heard perfect day. Those
wouldn’t be my choices, either. For most of us, I’'m guessing your perfect day probablyincludes a bit of
relaxingand nota whole lot of work.

Well, this Labor Day weekend, atime toremember and be thankful forthe contributions so many
workersthroughout the years have made to the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country,
we’re going to celebrate work...adifferent kind of work here with our Volunteer Sunday. Youthinkthe
timing’sacoincidence? Oh, itdefinitely, actuallyis. But, anyways, today, Volunteer Sunday, or maybe
betteryet, let’s call it Service Sunday (I like the alliteration), we get some insightinto heaven, the
ultimate vacation-site.

Do you everstop and think about what heaven will be like? We’re nevertold alotabout it, butour
verses from Revelation give us aglimpse, “they are before the throne of God and serve him day and
nightin his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. ‘Never again
will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat down on them,’” nor any scorching
heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he will lead them to springs of
living water.” ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.””

Didyou catch it? When | was younger, | used to think, “l get my mansion (right, the KJV says Jesusis

preparing us mansions), I'll fill it with apool. I'll just hangoutin my room, be anti-social, play my Super
Nintendo all day, grab some junk food out of my mini-fridge, relaxwithoutacare inthe world.”

And maybe you’ve had similarthoughts. Or, maybe you’ve imagined heaven as a boring place with
nothingto do but play harps. But then, we see that one phrase, hereinourverses, “they (referring to
you and me) are before the throne of God and serve him day and nightin his temple.”



Didyou hearthat? The greatest place we will everbe, and we’re goingto be working. Youheard me
right. We’ll be spending eternity working, serving God day and night. What exactly thatserviceislike,
we don’tknow for sure, but we know our time in heaven will be filled with serving Jesus.

What do you think? Does that throw you off a little? Why do you think thatis?

Well, Jesus does say, “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened and | will give yourest.” Even
Revelationitself, in chapter 14, says, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord...they will rest from
their labor.” Rest, work...those are on complete opposite ends of the spectrum.

| don’tthink that’sit, though. I’'m notso sure any of you wentdirectly tothose passages. I’'m guessing
where your mind goesis where mine goes, whichis where our culture today goes. | know we finished
up our Christ Culture sermon series last week, but here’s anotherareaof life where our attitudes are
oftenlined up together.

Let me ask, “How many of you like yourjob?” “How many of you love goingto your job every day?”
“How many of you wish you could be at yourjob 24/7, 365 days a year?”

| didn’tthink so. You’re not alone. Right, how do we talk about work? Someone’s gotacase of the
Mondays. “Everybody’s working forthe weekend.” Wednesday is hump day, meaningthe work week
can be aslog—aclimb-and freedomisjustoverthe horizon. Rejoicinginthe 3-day weekends. The
laments when summervacation —or evenjustvacation - is over. For so many, workis necessary, butit’s
not always enjoyable. And I'lladmit as much for me, too.

Andthat’s notevenincluding work outside of work —house work, lawn-care, house projects,
volunteering, helping outat church. Again, notalways enjoyable. We’re notalways jumping atthe
chance to get involvedinthat...these service opportunities.

Why not?

Well, whatdoyou know aboutservice here? Ittakeseffort. Itwearsyouout. It takesaway time from
me...orat least, time fromwhat I’d rather be doing. It'swork.

Andit’sno surprise if feels that way foryou...thatitfeels that way foryou...whenit’s late Saturday night
and you realized you’re up for treats this week or potluck is tomorrow and you haven’t even thought
about what you’re making, and now you have to make an extratrip outto the store. Or, whenyousee
your name up for cleaning, butyou feel likeit was just last month that you cleaned. Or, when Pastor
keepsaskingyouif youwantto participate in this or that work day or service opportunity—why doesn’t
he ask someone else, who’s maybe not thatinvolved?

Again, it’'snosurprise...doyou know why? Doyourememberhow God described work after Adam and
Eve fellintosin? Do you? He calledit “painful toil.” So, notfun, not enjoyable, too much effort, hard
work. Nothinglikeitisinheaven. Romanstells us, “So whetheryou eat or drink or whatever you do,
do it all to the glory of God.” That’s how and why the saintsserve in heaven...togivethanks and praise
and gloryto God. The effortdoesn’t matter;it’singloryto God.
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Be honest...how oftenis thatyour mindset? If that’s whatit’s like in heaven, should we wantto have the
same attitude here? Whenyourworkand yourservice here seemto go unnoticed...certainly un-



thanked, butit’sto the glory of God! | forgetthatfartoo often, andit’s my motivationtoserve farless
oftenthanit should be. Whatabout you?

Evenif we had the right mindset 99% of the time —we’re not perfect —our service still isn"t good
enough. As toilsome and unnoticed as our work may be, the real kickerand huge deterrentisall of our
work does nothingforus. Our deedsdon’tgetusanywhere. Isaiah 64 says, “All our righteous acts are
like filthy rags.” None of the work we do, evenifit’s forthe church, doesanything for our relationship
with God because it’s not perfect. We can’t win or work our way into God’s good graces.

Andyet, inspite of all of that, we serve. Andit’s not because of the way the saintsin heavenare serving
God rightnow. It's because of Jesus, who came to this earth to serve God with hislife, death, and
resurrection. Yousee, it’sreally not atall about our work and our service. It’sall aboutJesus’ work for
us. In absolute selfless service tosinners, God sent hisdearly loved Son, Jesus, who came to serve and
give hislife asaransomfor all people, including you and me.

Andthe saintsin heaven getthat. Listento some of their praises, “Salvation belongs to our God...and to
the Lamb.” Salvation belongsto God...meaning,the powerand victory of sin, death, and the devil
belongsto God. And he’sgivenitto us. All of our acts thatare like filthy rags, coveredinsin, were
taken by Jesus, the Lamb, and were washed clean, made white by his blood shed onthe cross. Jesus,
through hislife, death, and resurrection, served God’s purposefor his life and won salvation for
us...bothfornow and for eternity.

Couldthere be any more perfectwork thanthat? Andso our cry, eventoday, echoesthat of the saints,

“Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for
ever andever. Amen.”

But we can’t stopthere. We can’t be satisfied to merely thankJesus for his loving, perfect, self -
sacrificing service forus. We won’t. Todayis aboutour volunteersand how we can say thankyou. The
greatest ‘thank you’ isto serve and to keep serving. We don’t have to wait for heaven. We believers can
and will find fulfilling service as we live for God here.

Now, I'll tell you, the word forserve here, in the Greek language, it'saword associated with worship and
religious service. Think aboutthat. Serving God, working for God, that’s the way | truly worship God.
Doesthat change the way you think about your service?

| hope itdoes. Romansreminds us, “Therefore, in view of God’s mercy, offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship.” Thisis our way to praise
God. Thisis the way we say ‘thank you’ to God.

Of course, that means our very lives —our entire lives —are a way to worship God. So, goingto yourjob
and the level of effort you putinto yourwork, cleaning and maintainingyourhome —being God'’s
manager, caring for your children as God’s gift to you, and so on, those are opportunities to serve God.

And those opportunities continueand extend to this place. Scrubbingtoilets at church— cleaningthe
house of God, isthere a greaterhonor? Mowingthe lawn here to let outsiders know we care aboutthe
outside presence of our church, which mightlead themto see inside how we care about the God of the
church even more, soimportant. Shoveling and plowing snow so people can come and here God’s life -
giving message, whatanincredible blessing. Buildingaramp so we can take away obstacles forsome



from comingand being here, whata way to praise God. Singingin the choirwith voicesthatare justas
lovely to God’s ears as the choir of angelsin heaven, orbeingeagerto hitthe pavementtoshare the
simple, sweet message of the gospel with precious souls, beautiful. Servingtreats or makinga dish for
the potluck to feed God’s servants’ bodies after they’ve been fed with his Word, both enabling us to go
out and serve him with our lips and our hands, thank you!

“His commands are not burdensome.” That’s what our Verse of the Day reminded us. Serving Godisn't
a burden;it’sthe way we thank God for his selfless service to us. It'sa foretaste of how we’ll fill our
timeinheaven. There, it’ll be great. It'll be ourjoytoserve the victorious Lamb then. But his salvation
victoryisours now, too. So, now, gladlywe serve. It'sourjoy. Amen.



